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Rules of Play for drawing Lewis Dot Structures

| norgani ¢ Substances

1. Always Count Val ence El ectrons FI RST!

2.1f the substance is an acid contai ng oxygen,

the hydrogen is attached to the oxygen atom

3.Cctet Rule is KING Share your nei ghboring el ectrons
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Rul es of Play for drawing Lewi s Dot Structures

4.|Resonance Del ocal i zati on of El ectrons

Ptop PtoA ePtoD  ePtoA

5.[Formal Charge (FC) Cal cul ations

FC = group# mnus touch

.M nim ze FC between atons

. Most el ectronegative atomprefers (-) FC

. Most el ectropositive atomprefers (+) FC

. Eval uate Maj or versus M nor Resonance Contributors
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Or gani ¢ Substances
1.CNOF H atons al ways obey the above di agramed
nost stabl e bondi ng nodes in stable organic nol ecul es.
2. VSEPR rul es should be applied to correctly diagram
the spatial orientation of each atomin its structure.
3. Line-angle structures may be drawn for conveni ence.
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