MESA COLLEGE LIBRARY - SUGGESTED REFERENCE SOURCES
FOR BIOGRAPHY RESEARCH

Use SANDY PAC to find all books, periodicals, and audio-visual materials available at Mesa. PROQUEST
and EBSCOHOST list magazine, journal, and newspaper articles in a variety of subject areas.

BIOGRAPHY AND GENEALOGY MASTER INDEX - 5 volumes (plus supplements). An alphabetical listing
by person's name that provides citations to over 350 works of collective biography and related sources (e.g.
biographical dictionaries). Many names will list more than one source to go to. This is used to find which
biographical sources list the person being researched. It does not provide information on the person him/herself.
REF. Z 5305 U5 B57

BIOGRAPHY INDEX - An index to biographical material in books and magazines arranged by last name of the
subject. Has a separate listing by profession or occupation in the back. Index Table.

CHAMBERS'S BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY - Provides brief biographical information covering important
people from all periods and nationalities. Amount of coverage varies with the subject. REF. CT 103 CA4.

CURRENT BIOGRAPHY YEARBOOK - An annual compilation of biographical portraits of "currently”
important people. Each article includes a bibliography at the end. Obituaries are included at the end of each
volume for those people profiled in previous volumes. The alphabetical index is cumulated through a decade. Each
volume also includes an index for that year arranged by profession. There is also a separate cumulated index
covering 1940-1990. Monthly updates are shelved with the yearbooks until the bound volume arrives. REF. CT
100 Cs8.

DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY (DAB) - A 10-volume (plus supplements) alphabetical
compilation of lengthy biographical information. Each article is signed by the author and has a brief bibliography at
the end. Those people included must be both American and deceased. REF. E 176 D563. Similar sets include the
Dictionary of National Biography (DNB) covering the British (22 volumes plus supplements, DA28 .D56), the
Dictionary of Scientific Biography (DSB) (26 volumes, Q141 .D5), and the one-volume Dictionary of American
Negro Biography (E185.96.D53) and Dictionary of Jewish Biography (REF. DS 115 C57).

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF WORLD BIOGRAPHY - 26 volumes. Articles, arranged alphabetically by subject's last
name, include photographs of the subject, cross-references, and bibliographies. Volume 17 is an index to vols. 1-17.
Subjects in the index provide additional references for particular time periods and/or subjects. Volume 18 is the
first of several supplements. Vol. 26 has a cumulated index to all the supplements. REF. CT 103 E56.

NATIONAL CYCLOPAEDIA OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY - A comprehensive 55-volume set (plus
supplements) dealing with important people from all segments of American life through 1972. Volume 56 is an
index to the previous volumes and each volume has its own index. The articles, which include photos of the
subjects, are not arranged alphabetically, so the indexes must be used. REF. B 176 N28.

NOTABLE AMERICAN WOMEN - A 3-volume set covering women of distinction between 1607 and 1950.
Biographical sketches vary in length depending upon the significance of the woman and the availability of material
about her. Includes bibliographies. A fourth volume dealing with the Modern Period supplements the original set.
REF. CT 3260 N57.

SCRIBNER ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN LIVES -7 volumes. Covers Americans who died between
1981and 2005, with each volume covering specific sets of years. Articles are arranged alphabetically within each
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volume. B&w portraits, article bibliographies, an occupations index, and a cumulated subject index are in each
volume. REF. E 176 D564

WEBSTER'S AMERICAN BIOGRAPHIES - Provides brief, condensed biographical information covering
Americans from all periods and professions. Two indexes are in the back: geographical and careers and
professions. REF. CT 213 V36.

WEBSTER'S BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY - Provides brief, condensed biographical information covering
people from all periods and nationalities. Also provides pronunciations for each name. REF. CT 103 W4.

WHO WAS WHO - Sketches which originally appeared in Who's Who are updated with dates of death and
transferred to these volumes, some of which contain cumulated indexes. REF. DA 28 W6. Another set in this
series is Who Was Who in America (REF. E176.\W64)

WHO'S WHO - An annual publication providing short biographical information on "prominent persons in many
fields." Subjects are primarily British, but there are other nationalities covered. REF. DA 21 W6. This is the
original of volumes that include Who's Who in America, the International Who's Who, Who's Who in American
Sports, Who's Who in Fashion, etc. The library has a great many of them. Consult the Sandy Pac computers.

WOMEN IN WORLD HISTORY - 16 vols. - Biographical essays on women from all fields and all areas of the
world are arranged alphabetically. B & w photo portraits accompany many of the entries. Atthe end of each article
are source and suggested reading lists. REF. HQ 1115 W6

MANY MORE RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE LIBRARY, including Contemporary Authors, the
Biographical Dictionary of Hispanic Literature in the United States, Baker's Biographical Dictionary of
Musicians, American Men and Women of Science, Contemporary Poets, World Artists, the Biographical

Dictionary of Film, and more. FOR HELP, ASK A LIBRARIAN.
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